J. Shibamoto Smith

Anthropology 149B

Winter 2007

Contemporary Japanese Society

Japan is the first non-Western society to have become a highly industrialized society.  This has provoked intense scrutiny both of Japanese tradition and of Japanese modernity, from within and without. Nonetheless, until very recently, the more that has been said about Japan, the more Japan has been exoticized, and bracketed off from the rest of the First World. This course focuses on a detailed examination of one major set of characterizations of contemporary Japanese society (nihonjinron) and a critique of that discourse, then present alternative frameworks for approaching Japanese culture and society. At the same time, it offers a sustained look at how nihonjinron and possible alternative characterizations match with contemporary realities of self and citizenship, education, religion, and a "global/ized" Japan.
Texts:

Sugimoto, Yoshio. 2003. An Introduction to Japanese Society. Second Edition.

 

 
Cambridge/New  York: Cambridge University Press. 



Clammer, John. 2001. Japan and Its Others: Globalization, Difference and the




Critique of Modernity.
  

Eades, J. S., Tom Gill, and Harumi Befu (eds). 2000. Globalization and Social 




Change in Contemporary Japan.


Long, Susan Orpett (ed). 1999. Lives in Motion: Composing Circles of Self




and Community in Japan.


Reader:

A packet of readings has been xeroxed and can be purchased at 

 



Navin’s copy shop on C Street.  Ask for the course pack for 

 



Anthropology 149B.

Except for the first assignment, all assigned reading is to be  completed prior to the class(es) for which it is assigned; that way, you will have some background on the material in lecture and discussion.


Instructor office hours:
M 10:30-12:30 

T.A. 
Will Ambrosini



325 Young Hall


2T Young Hall







Office hours: TBA

Grading:
There will be one paper (topic sheets will be distributed in the third week of class) [30%], 

 

a midterm [30%] and a final examination [40%].

SCHEDULE

January 4
Introduction: Doing anthropology in Japan



Reading:
R-1:
Hendry





 
January 9
Japan and the social sciences



Reading:
Sugimoto, Ch. 1









Clammer, Ch. 1





January 11-16
Globalization, and change (?)



Reading:
Clammer, Ch. 2









Eades/Gill/Befu, Ch. 1 (Eades), Ch. 2 (Befu)






Ch. 3 (Sedgwick), Ch. 4 (Möhwald) 

January 18
The tenacity of nativist discourse: Nihonjinron ~ Japanese national culture



Reading:
R2. 
Yoshino Ch. 2: 9-38










R3. 
Befu, Ch. 2: 16-45









Sugimoto, Ch. 10





 

January 23
The special role of language in nihonjinron


Reading:
R4. 
Haugh






January 25-
Critiquing Nihonjinron
  February 1
Reading:
Sugimoto, Chs. 2-4








Eades/Gill/Befu, Ch. 7 (Davis), Ch. 8 (Gill), Ch. 9 (Herbert)







Clammer, Ch. 6





February 6
MIDTERM

 

February 8
New directions: An alternative critique of nihonjinron


Reading:
Clammer, Chs. 3-5


 


February 13
Japanese selving: the family circle



Reading:
Orpett Long, Part I




February 15-20
Training citizens: Socialization and Education



Reading:
Sugimoto, Ch.5









Orpett Long, Part II, Ch.1 (McConnell & Bailey), Ch. 3 (Kelly)




Eades/Gill/Befu, Ch. 5 (McVeigh)



 


FILM: Schools of Thought

February 22-27
"Peripheral" selves: Gender/ethnic diversity



Reading:
Sugimoto, Ch. 6











Eades/Gill/Befu, Ch. 6 (Bishop)







Sugimoto, Ch. 7 









FILM: Overstay

March 1-6
Religion in Japanese society



Reading:
Sugimoto, Ch. 9









Clammer, Ch. 7, Ch. 8, Ch.10






FILM: 
Fighting Festival


March 8-13
Religion and self



Reading:
Orpett Long, Part II, Ch. 3 (Ikeda);
Part III







Eades/Gill/Befu, Ch. 10 (Eades et al), Ch. 11 (Reissland)
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October 5

The "discourse" concept

October 12

The role of language in narrating the nation




Critiquing nihonjinron discourse on empirical grounds
October 19

The self
 (think of something to do here






-can we use film?)
October 26

Religion




(Review for midterm)
November 2

Education (since there won't be any time to lecture on





    the education system per se, go over





    Sugimoto, Ch. 5)
November 9

Gender (focus on women in nation-building)

November 16

Something about the family and women
November 23

Discussion of film Women in Japan




-can approach by asking class to think about what each of





 these women represents in terms of the readings, lectures





-what is the point of including each of these women in such a





 film?

November 30

Masculinity  (maybe we can use some film clips of sports figures,





        タレント or something)
December 7

Review for final

