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Term Paper

Topics and Guidelines

Topic
Choose one of the thematic areas below, within which to address a social phenomenon or aspect of contemporary Japanese society that bridges both parts of the thematic area.  The topic should be related to the issues or themes discussed in class, but should not simply be a repetition of issues raised in lecture or the readings.  Students should discuss their specific research topic with the Teaching Assistant before beginning their research and writing.


Thematic areas:


1.
Nihonjinron and ethnic diversity in Japan


2.
religion and culture


3.
ideologies of homogeneity
 and social class



4.
self and  generation


5.
family and work


6. 
globalization and representation

Structure 
The paper should be 6-8 pages long, and must have a title that captures its central theme. It should consist of at least three parts:


1.
An introduction that briefly presents the phenomenon or 

 

issue examined in the paper and the key arguments or central



points made in the paper;


2.
The main body of the paper, which provides a more detailed

 

account and analysis of the chosen issue by incorporating 

 

the insights of other researchers you have learned about 

 

from this class or from reading additional scholarly work;


3.
A conclusion that summarizes the main ideas presented in the

 

paper and the implications for understanding contemporary



Japanese culture and society.  

Use subtitles to separate the sections.

Format
The paper must be submitted both in hard copy and electronically. It must be typed, double-spaced, in a readable (that is, 10- 12-point) font. The list of references and any footnotes may be single-spaced.  Number all pages. Do not make a separate title page, but include the title and your name on the first page of the paper.  

References
The paper should cite at least 5 books or journal articles (newspaper articles may be used, but may not represent more than 2 of the cited works) that are relevant to your topic.  At least 3 of the citations must be sources other than the required reading materials from this class. 

Due:

March 8, 2007



NOTE:
Except in cases of documented medical emergency, no late papers will be




accepted.
