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W LL | SRAEL COVE TO TERMS W TH | TS RECENT HI STORY
Elias H Tumm

Anci ent |srael had vani shed but fromthe ashes has cone
fire. The Israel of today is a flane: it warnms certain hearts and
burns ot hers.

This Israel has evolved froma surge of humanismin search
of a national hone for a honeless Jew sh people. That
humani sm sought a secure nest for Jews who had been
or phaned and di spersed cruelly around the world. It | ooked for
a refuge for Jews who had been uprooted and prevented from
letting their roots penetrate in their locales. It burst out as a
force to integrate the Jew sh people with nature, the | and, and

the environnent, in peace and tranquillity.

The Israel of today has realized nost of those dreans. |Its
| eaders may be forgiven if they seem arrogant, boastful, or
overly self-assured. But will they be forgiven, or will they

forgive thensel ves for the sins they have comrtted agai nst
O hers on the way to the realization of their drean? WII they
be at peace with their own consci ence and noral val ues, having
vi ol ated those sane val ues which carried themto their triunph?
W1l they look into their turbulent recent past and extend a hand
of conciliation toward those they have infringed upon on the
way to victory? Only the Israelis can answer these questions,
but we can and should do the asking, prod the Israeli conscience,
and instigate deep thinking in order to arrive at those answers.

I was there when the Israel of today was founded, when
the Jewi sh residents of Palestine becane citizens of an |srael
state. | watched their jubilation, celebration, and boisterous
expressions of triunmph, relief, and hope. | was there al so when
| srael expanded its boundaries beyond the internationally
legitimate borders. | was there when Israel caused the
departure of native residents into a new Diaspora. And | was
there when Israel of today seenmed to justify its violation and
rejection of United Nations resolutions in order to appropriate
nore of the |land and water resources which bel onged to O hers.

The Israel of today has built a national hone, at the
expense of Ohers. It has gathered its people from around the
gl obe, and has caused the scattering of Ohers. It has nmade
citizens of its people and refugees and strangers of Qthers. It
has brought security to those who were insecure, and has
instilled insecurity in Ohers. It has nurtured hunmaneness
anong its people, and has violated the human rights of O hers.
The Israel of today has plowed and cultivated the desert, but it
al so has appropriated the gardens and livelihood of Qthers. It
has gl obalized its sources of incone and wealth as it has
fragnmented and conpressed those of OQthers. It has built hones
and settlenments for its people over the ruins of hones and
villages of Ohers. It has brought freedomto its people but
i nposed "bondage" on Others. It has practiced denocracy
anong its people but violated denocracy toward O hers.

Those Others were on the land before the Israel of today
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came into being, but they have been turned into strangers in
their owmn land. They, like the Jews, are Semites, but for the
Israelis they apparently are just O hers.

The Israel of today is a |l and of contradictions. Freedons of
expression, religion, nmobility, and equality before the |aw are
hel d suprene, but not when dealing with Others. The Israel of
today has virtually abolished the death penalty but its mlitary
forces visit death and destruction on the villages and hones of
those Others. Opportunities for education, health, and shelter
are extended to all, but not as equally or as liberally when the
beneficiaries are those O hers.

The Israel of today has created a national home for its
people, but it has turned it into an armed fortress. |In place of
peace there is conflict and bullets in place of bread and butter
The Israel of today had ai med at peace and security but instead
has concentrated on produci ng and exporting instruments of
death, war, destruction, and instability. The Israel of today has
sought and recei ved apol ogi es and reparations fromthose who
had harnmed its people. WII Israel have the courage to offer
apol ogy and conpensation for the harmit has inflicted on
O hers?

The buil ders of Israel are happy to escape being a mnority,
yet they relish that status for O hers. They feel deep agony
when one of their people is hurt but they proceed to break
bones and inflict pain and confinement on Others. They believe in
the rule of |aw but fail to abide by decisions of their high court
when applied to Others. |Israeli |aw presunes one to be innocent
until proven guilty, but one is considered guilty until proven
i nnocent if that one is of those Ohers. They observe a day of
remenbrance of the Hol ocaust, and rightly so, but they fail to
remenber the tragic effects of their actions on Ohers. As
victinms they have received synpathy and aid to create a state,
but they deny synpat hy and obstruct cooperation when it is to
create a state by those Others. And they have fought and stil
fight against policies of ethnic and racial discrimnation and
exclusion, and yet they practice these sane policies toward
O hers.

The Israel of today is unique anpng nations, but will it
sustain its positive uniqueness and perpetuate it on pillars of
norality, clean conscience, and hope for the future? WII it
sustain its uniqueness by recogni zing the humanity of those
O hers as of its own? WII it nourish its uniqueness by building
bri dges where there are cl eavages, by creating towers of
security, or by reaching out to those Ohers? WII it nurture its
young into a |life of cooperation and peaceful co-existence with
their nei ghbors--those sane Others? WIIl it be able to overcone

and elinmnate the feelings of hate, fear, disdain, and aggression
toward those O hers?

I srael of today has the potential. |Its people have the
power and the ability to revitalize the values on which they
founded the new Israel. The |eaders of |Israel have a | egacy of

val ues which deserves to be revived, strengthened, and
sustained. WII they and their people have the wi sdom the
courage, and the will to live by those values, and extend them
beyond their borders to those Gthers? WIIl they come to terns
with their "could be" glorious past and renove the gap they
have built between thensel ves and those Ot hers?
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