ANOTHER VIEWPOINT
(AVP 4, December 1987)
3845 Buffalo Rd., Auburn, CA 95602-7901

WORKING FROM WITHIN: ARAB INITIATIVESIN THE UNITED STATES
AND IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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Two recent experiences in the United States and two in the Occupied Territories of
Pdegtine have something in common and deserve specid attention. The two U.S. experiences
ae the Aradb American Democrat’'s Club of the 3%th Assembly Didrict in Los Angdes,
Cdifornia s GRASS ROOTS PLATFORM, and the Council of Arab American Organization's
involvement in the Mayor's dection campaign in San Francisco, Cdifornia The former deds
with nationd poalitics but from the local scene. The latter dedswith locd politics but with an eye
on the larger picture of Arab Americans.

The two Pdegtinian experiences are the attempt by Hanna Siniora, Editor of the Arabic
daly Al Far, to run in the Muniicipd dections in Jerusdem, and the campaign by Mubarak
Awad of Jerusdem, to resst Isragli occupation by passive resstance and nontviolent means.
Again one of these experiences dedls with loca affairs but with wider implications, and the other
deds with nationd affairs from a grass roots podtion. All four experiences, however, indicate
awareness of the hodility of exiging conditions towards a minority and a readiness of the
condituents to chdlenge that hodtility and try to overcome it by working from within. They
indicate a0 that the Arabs in America and the Pdestinians in the Occupied Territories have
discovered the futility of fighting from the outsde or of just complaining about their state of

affars. They have found that they themsdves must be the main defendants of ther rights and



that they can defend them best by working from within, and by teking responghbilities and
emphagizing the pogtive in ther beliefs, capabilities, and expectations. It is evident that in dl
four gtuations the dominant or challenged party has taken notice.

There are, however, mgjor differences between the experiences in the US and those in
the Occupied Territories. The Arab American community in the US supports the efforts of th
eleaders in the 39%th Assembly Didtrict in San Francisco. In the Occupied Territories Hanna
Siniora and Mubarak Awad stand virtualy adone in their efforts to combat discrimination and
subjugation of Israedl. The Pdedtinians Arabs tend to consder participation in municipd
elections in Jerusdlem as recognition of the annexation of the city by Isragl and therefore oppose
it. And they consder passve resstance or nonviolence as too idedigtic to succeed and
therefore opposeit. Y, alittle degper consderation of these four Stuations would highlight the
amilarity between dl four experiences, the potentid viability of dl four of them, and the enormity
of the gains tha may be redized if these experiences are carried through to their logica
conclusion.

The Arab-American Democrats of the 39th Assembly Didtrict have embarked on a
multipurpose program. They have undertaken a program of self-education in democrétic
government. They adso have sgnded to the rest of the community that they exist and have
rights, that they care and are ready to participate, and that they have something postive to offer,
not only to guarantee their own rights, but aso to make the syslem work better for dl the
condituents. The Arab-American Democrats of the 39%th Assembly Didtrict have expressed
these objectives by formulating and presenting a GRASS ROOTS PLATFORM which is clear,

comprehensive, annd feasible. It aso shows the concern of the Ara- American for the welfare



of others in the community. Furthermore, it is highly conggent with the ovrdl gods and
objectives of the Democratic Party to which they belong. Given their sizeable number and their
good organization, it is inevitable they the Party will take notice and try to intergrate their
platform in the larger platform of the Party.

Last month the Council of Arab Organizations of San Francisco took direct steps and
got involved in the Mayor’s dection in the city, including direct contact with the cadidates to
evauate their positions on th erdecant issues before endorsang any of them for mayor. An
important feature of their assessment of the candidates was their decison to separate the city
affars from other (internationd) affairs. Given that candidates may have favorable views on
locd affairs but not so favorable ones on international affairs, the Council decided to free itsdf
from prgjudices that could have counterproductive and dienating effects ont them. Thereislittle
doubt that the Council’ s efforts, like those of the Arab- American Club of Los Angeles, was that
amilar experiences are taking place dsewhere in the United States, which deserve to be
recognized and emulated, just as the Los Angdes and San Francisco experiences are being
gppreciated and recommended for emulation.

In contrast to these experiences, Hanna Siniora, a Paestinian leader in East Jerusalem
auffers from discrimination and bias againg the Pdedtinian resdents of Jerusdem, which he
atributes in part to the fact that the Pdestinians boycott city dections and therefore are not
represented on the municipa council. Effort to correct the bias and give the Palestinians equa
benefits within the city have not succeeded, partly because these efforts come in the form of
attacks on city policies, or in the form of petitions and requests by a condtituency that is not

represented on the council. Mr. Siniora, therefore, has consdered the possibility of running for



a seet on the councl in order to fight for the missing rights from within. Apparently he is getting
some encouragement from certain Jewish groups but much discouragement from the Arab
populétion in the city. The Pdedinian Arabs are criticd of his initiative on this score becasue
they are afrad that participation in the city dections could be interpreted as formad Arab
recognition of the annexation of Jerusdem by the Isradli government.

Thereis some truth in these fears and aso some misunderstanding. No doubt the Isradi
government will use paticipation in the municipad dections to its advantage in the politicd
conflcit with the Arabs. However, the Isradi government can get little additiond advantage
gnce it has virtudly ignored dl other parties and acted as if Jerusdlem is legdly unified and
annexed. Furthermore, participation in the loca eections and representation on the city council
relate only to civic afars and any reinterpretation of this function can have little effect on the
polititcal status of the city, or on the relations between the Isradi government and the Arab
governments or the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). Findly, it is to be expected that
any platform on which Mr. Siniora would run explicitly disclam any political recognition of
annexation by lsrad. However, by denying support to Mr. Siniora, the Pdegtinians of the
Occupied Territories and the PLO condemn the Arab residents of the city of Jeruasalem to
continued discrimination and deprivation. They dso deprive them of the power of working from
within to achieve their objectives, an gpproach which has proved to be one of the most effective
in fighting prgudice, discrimination, and bias. Hanna Siniora should be congratulated for his
thoughtful endeavors and dedicated efforts, which deserve full Paestinian encouragement and

support, aswel as emulaion in every smilar Stuation.



The experience of Mubarak Awad, the passve resgtance fighter againgt lsradli
ocupation is a little different: it is criticized by both Arabs and Jews, in Isadl and int he
Occupied Territories. The Arabs opposeit or at least do not support it because they consider it
too idedigtic to bring about any tangible results. The Jews in Isradl, except the progressive
peace groups, oppose Awad' s movement because it is a powerful force againg the occupation:
it is gppedling to the peace groups, it is embarassng to the occupiers, and it is a blow to the
lsaeli clams that the Pdedinians are terrorists.  The movement is dso a mgor force in
internationd public opinion againgt Israeli oppressve palicies and againgt continued occupation
of the West Bank and Gaza The government of Isradl has openly shown its displeasure iwth
Awad's pacifist gpproach by refusing to extend his stay in the Occupied Territories, even
though Pdestine is his native home, and he is a United States citizen who needs no visato Isradl.
Isradl of any such movement that uses non-violent means and which works from within againgt
its oppressive and colonid policiesin the Occupied Territories,

However, it is much less understandable why the Arabs fal to support Awad's
movement. Efforts to criticize occupation and atack it by various means, including violence,
have faled to bring about any postive results They have faled to stop the building of
settlements; they have faled to sop oppressive measures againgt the Arab inhabitants, and they
have failed to convince the Isragli government that the Occupation much be ended. In contrast,
in ashort period of time Awad’'s movement has begun to make a difference, as indicated by the
behavior of the government of Israel. The Pdestinian Arabs would do well to heed Awad's call

for passve resstance and a non-violent struggle to end of occupation.
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