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After 100 years of conflict, 70 years of searching for nationd identities, 41 years of
Paegtinians ving under Arab and Isradli occupation, and 2 years of the Intifadah, a daily
routine of violent action and reaction, there are Sgns that now is an opportune time for the
Pdedtinians and Israglis to break through their impasse. | propose that two new mechanisms
could make that possible: pursuing an incremental approach and involving non-Paegtinian
Arabs and nontIsradli Jews jointly in the peace process. The conflict is between two parties
of unequa strength and internationd military and materia backing and accordingly the effects
have been differentialy distributed. However, it is evident that they have been fighting awar
that neither of them can win in full. In the meantime both of them have suffered so long and
to such an extent that they should welcome peace, security, and legitimacy for themsalves

and for future generations.

The casudlties of the conflict have mounted: over 750 Paestinians have been killed in
the last two years, thousands have been injured and many more thousands have been jaled
or detained. Over forty Isradlis have been killed and hundreds injured in the same period.
The degtruction of capital has brought havoc, to the Pdestinians whether in the destruction of
their homes, businesses, and plantations, or the decimation of their socid and economic

inditutions. Israel, on the other hand, has continued to wagte hillions of dallars in military



expenditure on awar it cannot win. Nationd liberation movements have virtudly dways
succeeded.

While the cogts have been mounting, positive forces have been evolving in favor of
peace. Egypt is back in the lead in the Arab world to resolve the conflict. The United
Saesis agan a the center of diplomatic activity, this time in communication with dl parties,
including the Pdedine Liberation Organizaiion(PLO). The Soviet Union, though
preoccupied with the dramatic hagppenings in the Socidist camp, is edging closer toward
good relations with Isradl while maintaining excellent relations with the PLO. The European
Economic Community (EEC) countries are actively trying to promote a resolution of the
conflict in a more even-handed and promising manner than ever before. All the mgor
internationd actors, such as the United Nations and NATO, are trying to smooth relaions
between Igradl and the Pdedtinians. Most important of al, the Palestinians themsdves, both
the PLO leadership and the people who live the Intifadah on a dally bas's, have committed
themsdlves to peaceful coexistence with Isragl. Furthermore, changes in Eastern Europe are
agood reminder that freedom and independence will win.

Change has adso been evident on the Isradli Sde. Though life in Isragl may seem
norma and the Intifadah far away, the redity is different: civic and literary groups have
demanded recognition of the Paledtinians as a nation, and peace movements have been
active as ever caling for a peaceful solution to the conflict. Even the Isradli government has
within its ranks amogt a magority who lean toward negotiating with the Pdegtinians. In
addition, Jews outsde Israd have been more active and voca on the sde of peaceful

coexigencethan ever before.



If al these positive forces exist, why then have the Pdegtinians and Israglis found no
way to make peace? Severd factors stand in the way. The Isradlis and the Paedtinians
have long-gtanding territorid and politica conflicts; they have accumulated fedings of hatred
and enmity that dienate them and prevent them from pursuing a more peaceful gpproach to
resolving the conflict; and they have become entangled in a procedurd maze they are unable
toget out of for avariety of reasons.

Firdt, both parties seem to have fdlen into a trgp of internationd diplomacy and
protocol at the expense of discussing substance. Second, both have been too saturated with
distrust and insecurity to risk dealing with each other. Third, both have been deceived by
their gpparent achievements to agree to a compromise before they are convinced that they
have achieved the maximum. The Paestinians mistake world attention to the Intifadah as a
triumph, and the Isradlis consider their continued occupation as a victory. Yet neither can
clam genuine success, while both continue to suffer costs. Findly, both have been at aloss
for a face-saving mechanism to bresk the deadlock. Yasser Arafat has made a mgor
compromise by implicitly recognizing the right of Isradl to exist in a part of Paestine but he
dill has to find his way to explicit recognition. Similarly, Mr. Shamir says "Never" to
negotiations with Paedtinians associated with the PLO, but he has been willing to talk with
Egypt which has been in direct contact with the PLO. He says "Never" to contact with the
PLO but he has been exchanging messages with them through third parties. He says "Never"
to a Pdedinian state but is willing to negotiate the future of the Occupied Territories after a
trangtion period from occupation to non-occupation. Mr. Shamir gill hasto find the courage
to face the Paedtinians in a peace effort as he does in the war effort. Obvioudy both sides

want a catalyst to bresk the impasse and reach out for substantive peace negotiations. |



uggest that pursuing an incremental gpproach toward pecification and involving  non-
Pdedtinian Arabs and non-1sragli Jews could be a big step toward resolving the conflict, as
follows

I. The Pdedinians want to end the occupdtion, while the Israglis argue that
occupation will not end aslong as violence and insecurity preval. However, both goas may
be stidfied if the Isradi military will stay out of or withdraw from any village or town that
appears free of violence for a given period of time, say two weeks, and will cease to
interfere in their internd affairs. The less military presence, the less provocation and violence
there will be and thus the less need for the military presence. Gradualy dl of the Occupied
Territories may be free of occupation and of violence. This process will be continued until
military occupation is virtualy ended, while a political settlement is being negotiated.

2. The Pdedinians want dections to be under internationa supervison, while the
Isradlisingg that no Paestinian associated with the PLO may be a candidate. | suggest that
international supervison may be best conducted jointly by non-Paestinian Arabs and non-
|sraeli Jews--that should satisy the Pdegtinians. On the other hand, any Palestinian should
be able to run for eections as long as peaceful coexistence with Isradl is part of the eection
platform, (the joint committee would see to that) which should satisfy the Isradlis.

3. Both parties are distrugtful of each other; however, if the Paedtinian candidates
commit themsdlves to negotiate with Isradl in good fath regarding the trangtion from
occupation to non-occupation and future relations, and if 1srael commitsitself to respect the
eection results, mutud trust will begin to grow.

4. While these processes are underway, Israel can help to break through the impasse

by dlowing schools and universities to reopen. Isragl will dso make amgor contribution by



removing al regtrictions on the economic and socid activities in the Occupied Territories, as
long as these activities are not security thrests. These activities serve both to help improve
living conditions and to dlow the Pdedinian people to be engaged in condructive and
productive efforts. Such steps should be beneficid to Isragl both in trust building and in cost
cutting since less effort would be required to "maintain law and order."

Direct contact between the conflicting parties is the shortest way to bresk through
the impasse. Though the Pdestinians and the Israglis have been in direct contact, it may Hill
be necessary for athird party to facilitate the process of negotiation and legitimize the contact
and make it public. The mogt suitable such third party would be a joint committee of non-
Pdedtinian Arabs and non-lsragli Jewswho are commited to peaceful coexistence between
the two parties.

These proposals are no doubt based on oversmplications but they can be viable as a
dart. If the Pdegtinians and the Isradlistry them, both will be winners, and even if they do not

succeed fully, neither party will be aloser.
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